AIRS AND GRACES
popular writers on subjects that demand lucidity; and there
is the further difference, that rhetorical repetition often dic-
tates the whole structure of the sentence, whereas the non-
rhetorical, in its commonest form, is merely the completion of
a sentence that need not have been completed. But in practice
the two things become inseparable, and we shall treat them
together; only pointing out to the novice that of the two
motives, impressiveness and lucidity, the latter is far the more
likely to seem justifiable in the reader's eyes.
We shall illustrate both the good and bad points of repeti-
tion almost exclusively from a few pages of Bagehot, one of
its most successful exponents, in whom nevertheless it de-
generates into mannerism. To a writer who has so much to
say that is worth hearing, almost anything can be forgiven
that makes for clearness ; and in him clearness, vigour, and
a certain pleasant rapidity, all result from the free use of
repetition. It will be seen that his repetitions are not of the
kind properly called rhetorical; it is the spontaneous fullness
of a writer who, having a clear point to make, is determined
to make it clearly, elegance or no elegance. Yet the growth
of mannerism is easily seen in him ; the justifiable repetitions
are too frequent, and he has some that do not seem justifiable.
He analysed not a particular government, but what is common to all
governments ; not one law, but what is common to all laws ; not political
communities in their features of diversity, but political communities in
their features of necessary resemblance. He gave politics not an interest-
ing aspect, but a new aspect: for by giving men a steady view of what
political communities must be, he nipped in the bud many questions as to
what they ought to be. As a gymnastic of the intellect, and as a purifier,
Mr. Austin's philosophy is to this day admirable—even in its imperfect
remains; a young man who will study it will find that he has gained
something which he wanted, but something which he did not know that
he wanted: he has clarified a part of his mind which he did not know
needed clarifying.
All these powers were states of some magnitude, and some were states
of great magnitude. They would be able to go on as they had always
gone on—to shift for themselves as they had always shifted.

